THE EVIDENCE OF THE PLAYS

takes his place, as an author only, not as an in-
dividual; and this is, I think, confirmed, not con-
tradicted by his reference to "the sweete wittie soul
of Ovid in mellifluous and hony-tongued Shakespeare,
witness his Venus and Adonis, his Lucrece, his sugred
Sonnets among his private friends, etc/' In connection
with "the sugred sonnets to private friends/5 it has
not, I think, been noticed that F. Meres was brother-
in-law to John Florio. For years, probably from 1588
onwards, Florio "lived in the pay and patronage"
of the Earl of Southampton: in 1594 he was an
inmate of the Earl's Titchfield household: and there
was no "private friend" more likely to enjoy the
privilege of confidential perusal of the Sonnets.

The Earl of Oxford's pseudonym of Shake-
speare must have been well known to the leaders
of the literary world of the time, and to such men
as Chapman, Munday, Lyly, and Ben Jonson.
They would have recognised without fail the
numerous personal allusions to himself, which are
woven into the text of the Plays and Sonnets.

THE PLAYWRIGHT LYLY AND THE EARL
OF OXFORD
Mr. Looney submits another link in the chain
of evidence, in Oxford's connection with the
playwright Lyly. Sir S. Lee noticed that Shake-
speare was indebted to only two of his fellow
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